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valley. The most rational supposition was that they
wanted* to give me the slip, and so I determined to
proceed at all risks. It was most fortunate I did so,
because next morning a tremendous snowstorm fell over
these mountains. If we had remained in this elevated
valley all night, we certainly could not have got over
to Dras the next day, or for several days, and it is
almost as certain that we could not have got back to
Omba. The most of the party must have perished ;
and hence I really was indebted to the imaginary Dras-
wallak; though, from the exposure of that evening, I
suffered for months.

But having determined to proceed, it was absolutely
necessary to secure that the bearers of my baggage
should  do so  likewise.   Fortunately all  my servants
were mounted, so I broke up our party into three di-
visions, in order that the coolies might more easily be
kept in hand.    I sent on my most valuable articles in
front, carried by coolies under charge of the violent
Chota Khan, and a sowar, or trooper, who had been
'sent with me by the Thanadar of Siiru.   Keeping the
sharp boy Nurdass with me, I took the most refractory
of the men under my own charge, and made Phiiley-
ram and Silas with his gun look after a small section
in the rear.    My servants  saw as well as I did the
necessity for the most decided action, and we soon
reached the foot of the second range.    Here the man
who had  before nearly succeeded  in running  away
gave me some trouble by making a similar attempt,
and afterwards by lying down and refusing to budge
an inch further, so I had to show him that such con-
duct might involve worse evils than those of going on.
I was not at all afraid of their running away once I
got them well over the summit of this infernal second
snowy range, because from that point they could hardly
have reached Omba on empty stomachs; so my great